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Tue Brrrisn Instrrute or Preventive Meprcine,! We are not quite sure how the Council is elected, 


'but as provision is made for a representative of 
The documents recently sent to the members of | ; P ‘ ‘ P : 
. : oie : | veterinary science, it might be possible for the 
the veterinary profession soliciting their co-opera- | . bg ; 
oe . : | profession to have some voice in the selection of 
tion in founding an Institute on the lines of the | 


Pasteur Institute deserve earnest attention. ‘The 
objects for which the Institute is proposed are :-- 
: ; ; | by a capable man. 
(1.) To investigate the means of preventing and | 
curing infective diseases of man and animals. 


| our representative member. Only in this way could 
we ensure that our science was really represented 


. as  } _ | PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN IRELAND, 
(2.) ‘To provide instruction in preventive medi- | ee ™ 


cine to medical officers and practitioners, veterinary | Now that the efforts of the Board of Agriculture 


surgeons, and advanced students. | are within measurable distance of stamping out 
(3.) To prepare and sapply to those requiring | Pleuro-pneumonia in this country, it is of the 
them protective and curative vaccius, | greatest importance that Ireland also should be 


Every one of these objects is directly applicable | clear, So long as Ireland labours under a preva- 


to veterinary science and practice, and the (tovern- | lence of ‘Pleuro” so long must we run continual 
ing Council is to consist of representatives of | Tisk of re-infection. Logically, of course, we should 
biological, chemical, medical, veterinary and agri- | treat the Emerald Island as we do foreign countries 
cultural science. 'and as we do our own infected counties—prohibit 
With the exception of the Hygienic Congress this | any movement of cattle from it to us. Politics 
is the first occasion, in our recollection, where | however, over-ride logic, and all we can do is to insist 
veterinary science has been recognised on equal | that really effective measures shall be carried out 
terms with allied sciences. It is absolutely the | there as here. It seems difficult to obtain infor- 
first time in this eountry when special provision | mation about the contagivus diseases of animals in 
has been made in any scheme of research or educa- ‘Ireland. The Annual Report of our Veterinary 
tion for animals and for veterinarians. It is an | Department is noticed by the whole public. press, 
Opportunity not to be lost. It is an opportunity not | and every week the agricultural papers tell us of 
only for our scientific progress but for our social and| "ew outbreaks and of the number of infected 
professional recognition. Not many private prac-|@nimals, Similar returns for Ireland are hardly 
titioners of our art can afford to subscribe hand. | ever noticed, and the official returns seem strangely 
ney. to the establishment of such an Institute | inaccessible. Between here and Ireland there is a 
ut, many may contribute th venti . large exchange of horses, but who knows anything 
aud may feel ae in doing dee alll reliable about the prevalence of Glanders in Ireland? 
work, the remote effects of which will certainly be Is the disease reported there or is it neglected? ‘To 
eneficial. The various veterinary medical societies | return to ‘“ Pleuro ’’—some little information has 
we. be trusted to contribute according to their | been made public during the last two years, and it 
aryecee, nan Reve College of Veterinary | is satisfactory to find a decrease in the number of 
Well as they did at ie ate will do at least as | outbreaks. Still the fact _ 91 nee 
Wall encaineiae ygienic Congress. been detected during the eg t ae nn. 18 
to depend aids Pe tr ao —, ee mee he Mire eg “ee rs Possibly ‘the disturbed 
coveries, and he a institutions for new dis- measures are necessary. ossibly maar : 
preparations as tuberculine, | relations of parties over there may not be conducive 


mallei ; . ‘ i j 
io ®m, and the vaccins used as preventions for | to the smoothest working of a Contagious Diseases 
ables, anthrax &c. Act 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


-———— 


RUPTURE OF THE RECTUM IN MARES. 





Cummunicated by J. Donan, F.R.C.V.S., Wigton. 


Wiarton County Court. Wednesday, Nov. 2nd. 
Before his Honour Judge Steavenson. ‘Tried before 
a jury of farmers. 

Topp v. STALKER. 

Plaintiff was John Todd a farmer who sued John 
Stalker, entire-horse keeperfor £20 for loss of amare, 
alleged to have been killed from unnatural service 
by defendant’s stallion. 

Plaintiff said he took the mare to defendant’s for 
service on the 17th of July last. First time the 
stallion was brought out be neighed and mounted 
but no service was effected. About 10 minutes 
later they were brought together again : the stallion 
mounted and when he came off his penis was ob- 
served by him to be covered with dung and the 
erection declined after. ‘lhe groom said the mare 
was not served, he washed the stallion’s penis with 
cold water and put him into the box. They were 
brought together a third time and the service rightly 
accomplished. The mare was then put into the 
stable and plaintiff went into Stalker’s house and 
had breakfast. When they returned to the stable 
the mare was lying with a small pool of blood be- 
hind her and the hind quarters and tail were stained 

with blood, whereupon the defendant told him 
mares often bled after service; the groom washed 
her and then he started for home, and on the way 
she dunged, and along with the faeces was one large 
clot of blood the size of his fist and several small 
ones. On reaching home, a distance of six miles 
he sent for the V.S., and from what he told me 
Stalker was written to. She was served on the 
Sunday morning about 7 a.m. and died on Tuesday 
morning following and was buried on Friday. 

Cross-examined.—Mare was in low condition. No 
post-mortem examination was made. Denies that 
he held the mare back against the horse unnecessat ily 
Mare was 12 years old. Complained about the blood 
at the time of service but Stalker told him it was of 
ho consequence, 

. John Little, M.R.C.V.S., Abbey Town, had been 

in practice 30 years, he examined the mare in ques- 
tion about 12 noon on July 17th, and found the 
upper part of the wall of the rectum lacerated about 
nine inches within and about one-half of its circum 
ference and rathor to the right side. He also found 
a quantity of feeces in the peritoneal cavity From 
Todd’s description of what occurred at the servic 
he told plaintiff that the injury had been inflicted 
oe — = and that treatment was of no 
‘ e descri i 
during copulation. nee the apes 
Cross-examined.—_ Had never known + os 
of the rectum during hit a theoentt 
eal , al s gh the 
agina, and denied the possibility without ru tur 
of vaginal wall also. The man who acted as oA ae 
undoubtedly knew what had appened =~ 


J. W. Little, M.R.C.V.S. son of last witness, gave 


r 





corroborative evidence. 


plaintiff's case. 


Defendant deposed he had been a stallion-owner 
for 14 years, had never known a mare served up the 
wrong piace, and did not think it possible, nor had 
he ever heard of rupture of the rectum from service, 
Had frequently seen mares pass blood after service. 
It was often necessary to reduce the size of the penis 
before service could be accomplished by washing it 


with cold water. 


J. Stalker, son of defendant, who acted as groom, 


described the service similar to plaintiff, but denied 


that there were feces on the penis. He could not 


effect service because the stallion was too proud, 
and he washed him with cold water for that reason. 
Had frequently seen mares bleed. 

Cross-examined.—He gave instruction as to hold- 
ing the mare. It wen part of the groom’s duty. 

Henry Thompson, M.R.C.V.S., Aspatria. Had 
heard the evidence produced and thought the in- 
juries to the rectum might be caused by a natural 
service without injury to the vaginal walls taking 
place. Several cases were recorded. If the rectum 
was loaded with feces in an old mare it would cause 
bagging down, and if the mare was pushed back 
against the horse the rectum would give way from 
the roof. The vagina being very elastic would not 
admit the penis on account of the faces pressing 
down upon it, and the roof of the rectum would 
have to give way whee attached to the bone. 

Cross-examined.— Would not say Mr. Little was 
mistaken. A young horse might penetrate the rec- 
tum, but if empty no injury would be inflicted. 

John Kinnear, M.R.C.V.S. Had known several 
cases of rupture of the rectum from service through 
the vagina. A proper service might have pro 
duced the injury spoken to. Want of tone ot the 
bowel would cause the rectum to fill with faces, a” 
if the mare was held back at the time of service 4? 
the horse was fresh it might easily tear away the 
rectum from its attachments at the top. 1 think it 
could not happen from wrong service 1 the 
rectum. 

The Judge in a lengthy summing up § 
question for the jury to determine was :—How 
this injury from which the mare died inflicted. a 
they found that it was produced as alleged by t 
plaintiff, then they must consider the question ° 
damages.—Verdict for plaintiff. 


aid the 
was 





James Gruac, M.R.C.V.S., Lisburn. 


, it. ossi- 
Mr. Cole, in your last issue, questions the Pp 


. . ° r i tun. 
bility of a stallion serving mare pe} sot a 
I wish to say that I have seen @ stallion © vas 

case ne 


mare per rectum, fortunately in that 

taken off before any harm was done. _ ith e 
I understand from several conversations a give 

perienced grooms, that some stallions ate eat 

to this mistake than others. And '2 +. watcb- 

the mare is restless and much relaxed, gre® 

fulness has to be exercised in the ange * place 
My opinion is that rupture ™4Y 


Evidence was then pro- 
duced as to value of mare, and this concluded 
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whether service is by rectum or vagina, but more| but I certainly think you must have a certain 
frequently when by the former. amount of resistance in the bowel, and ¢hat resistance 
To my mind the attachment of the rectum to the | I think you undoubtedly get when that bowel is full 
vagina by ligaments and fascia quite explain why the | of hard feces at the time of service. 
rupture is in the inferior surface. The presence of| It must be remembered that the penis of the stal- 
the penis on the supero-anterior surface of the rectum | lion during the act of coition is a very hard unyield- 
is quite sufficient to make the inferior surface give ing body, and if entering the vagina in a wrong 
way around its ligamentous attachments. And | direction, with the force which is used, what wonder 
in like manner extreme pressure on the os | if rupture of the bowel or vagina takes place, The 
uteri, may bring about the same result through the | wonder is that more accidents do not take place. It 
medium of the same attachments. /may happen more often than we think, I have known 
I would like a hint from some practical anatomist mares dull and off their feed, and a discharge coming 
on this point. from the vagina, after being served, but they have 
got all right again. If they had been examined 
per rectum or vaginam something might have been 
G. E. Nass, M.R.C.V.S., Richmond, Yorks. ‘found, but I seldom see these cases, my advice rarely 


In May, 1889, I was requested t: make a post- | being asked. 
mortem examination of a cart-mare that had died the 1 never heard of, or saw, a case where @ mare was 
day after being served by the stallion, the owner | Served per rectum, but Ido not think it is an 
thinking that the death of his mare was caused by | '™possibility. 
the penis entering the anus, through the negligence | 


of the man in charge of the horse; no doubt, with | " , 
litigation in view, and the idea that he could J. H. Parker, M.R.U V.S. Stow-on-the- Wold. 


recover the value of the mare, As Mr. Cole has set the ball rolling, I would 


The autopsy revealed laceration of the inferior also like to have a kick at it, more with the object 
surface of the rectum, and peritonitis, the superior of bringing it into the field of play than attempting 





surface of the vagina being dark red, giving me the | to land it “ across the bar.” Though these cases are 
idea that it had been bruised; all organs, etc. of comparatively rare occurrence, when they do 
healthy. My opinion was, that the rupture | occur they entail great responsibility on the veter- 


of the rectum was caused during the act of inary surgeon ; it is often on his evidence, naturally, 
coition, and that there had been no penetration of | that such cases are decided, and I think the time 
the anus; but that the rectum in all probability has arrived when it should be settled conclusively— 
being full of hard feces, and organ of the male | whether the injury is caused by the direct entrance 
being violently thrust in an upward direction, the of the penis into the rectum, or whether the lesion 
force was enough to rupture the bowel and bruise | is caused indirectly from the vagina. 
the vagina, the rectum most likely being unusually ‘I'he following is a brief resumé of an article which 
thin in its coats; and that the accident (so far as I wrote to The Record last July: An aged shire 
the groom was concerned) was unavoidable. mare * Flower” was sent to the horse to be served, 
lhe reason of my deduction is this—I have in distance about four miles. On the return journey 
several instances known a blunt instrument rupture | the mare was got along with difficulty, and as de- 
muscles yet leave the skin covering it entire. | One | scribed by the boy, “ broke out into a lather as white 
case was in the breast of a horse, where he had run_ as a sheet.” Arriving home she was turned out into 
against a cart shaft. There was a large rent in the a field, about three hours afterwards was found 
muscles. which could be distinctly felt, and much pretty much in the same position as she had been 
swelling, but the skin was uninjured so far as the left ; was brought into the stable, and as she seemed 
eye could detect. ‘to feed well we were not called in until three days 
Another case, was where a cow was “triped” by | after the accident. When I first saw the mare she 
a cow’s horn, in the ribs. The intercostal was in a stable and pressing her hind quarters 
P= babes ruptured, followed by emphysema of against the wall. Moved forward she seemed a 
the re e extent, but only very slight abrasion of little stiff, and left to herself immediately resumed 
which os visible. I might mention a third case her original position, Put into a loose box she com- 
table ae to myself. I was riding an irri- menced to walk backwards, showed occasional grind- 
throu a through a hand gate and she bolted ing of the teeth; appetite still good. On attempting 
cauieth Pa ore I was ready and caught my shin- to take the temperature { observed the hairs of the 
pain waa - printee post with considerable violence, the tail covered with a mixture of mucus and faeces, 
ling. Some ense, and there was a good deal of swel- originating at a level with the anus. Examination 
subsided T prem after, when all the swelling had per vaginam showed nothing abnormal ; rectal @xam- 
torn from th poe ae that the muscle had been ination revealed the mucous membrane in various 
a distinct hol © la for about + of an inch, leaving places swollen in the form of circumscribed eleva- 
paar pe €, but there was no cut in the skin. tions, and very tender ;and about 18 inches from 
With these Reece other cases of a like nature, and | the anus a distinct slit could be felt on the left and 
in my mind =e before me, there is no mystery upper side of the viscus-—not on the floor as in Mr. 
and the vagin 7 the rectum can be ruptured | Cole’s case. The slit appeared to be about 3 inches 
of continutt @ remain intact, i.e. so far as solution | in length, and was more elliptical than triangular, 
y 18 concerned during the act of coition, ! aud only in the mucous and muscular coats, which 
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contained a small amount of foecal matter. The act 
of defecation caused much pain, and the feces were 
passed in very small quantities, very much flattened, 
and stained with mucus. The treatment consisted 
of enemata containing ol. lini. et opii., to prevent 
the injured bowel becoming too brittle; and as the 
passing of feces caused so much irritation I gave 
the mare a good dose of linseed oil, which on exert- 
ing its efforts relieved her for « while. The diet 
Leiug restricted to milk, linseed gruel, and grass in 
small quantities. Ina few days the rectum showed 
signs of eversion, and just before death protruded 
for about a foot. The autopsy revealed general 
peritonitis, a fair quantity of fecal stained fluid in 
the peritoneal cavity, and just at the termination of 
the floating colon and commencement of the rectum, 
which you will remember is the narrowest part of 
the bowel, I found the wound described above, the 
perforation being now complete, and it was easy to 
see how the feces had passed through the opening 
and entered the peritoneal cavity by gravitation 
over the surface of the wound and between the 
uterine cornua. The edges of the wound were con- 
siderably thickened, and small quantities of pus 
could be seen. The whole of the rectum was con- 
riderably swollen, and the mucous membrane cede- 
matous. and ofa purple colour. Between the womb 
and rectum, near the seat of injury, there were con- 
siderable lymphatic adhesions. ‘The interior of the 
womb and vagina were normal, the diaphragm was 
not ruptured in this case. 

Being of the opinion that the mare had been 
served per rectum I advised the owner to claim com. 
pensation, which he did, and the case was referred 
to arbitration, a gentleman who is the owner and 
breeder of a number of thoroughbreds being appoin- 
ted arbitrator. After hearing the evidence on both 
sides he awarded £40 damages. The chief argu- 
ment for the defence was—that at the time of copnu- 
lation the mare was constipated, and that during the 
withdrawal of the penis the womb was elevated, and 
this pressing against the hardened feces caused the 
injury. 

For the plaintiff we argued that it was impossible 





for the injury to be caused in this manner: Ist. be- 
cause at this time the mare was out at grass and it | 
is possible she would not be constipated ; 2nd that | 
after a seminal emission the penis loses its rigidit 
aud becomes comparatively limp ‘hat the age of 
the mare and consequent receding of the cnal taih 
= favour the introduction of the penis. 

Since coming in contact with the abov 
have studied closely the process of equine casee 
and being in u district where shire horses are exte 
sively bred I have, during the last season had a Te 
opportunity for observation. At one of our cli a 
places (who is an eminent breeder of shire a 
and keeps = an average 10 stallio» 
as many as 8 mares served in suce 
that when a mare is well] in use nati Ee 
in passing the hand into the rectum especial] . 
after she has been “ tickled ” by the horse : se me 
when & mare is not dead in use and a twitoh is 
applied the sphincter ani does not offer much ate 


horses 
is) I have seen 





tance to passing the hand. When the horse is led 


out of his box in the height of extreme erection, as. 


soon as his fore legs grip the mare he commences to- 


propel the penia with all his power, and I have seen 
it go sometimes above the tail and sometimes along 
the side of the quarters, and yet he keeps pushing 
all the while, especially if the horse be a young one. 
I have come to the conclusion that if the man in 
charge did not guide the penis into its proper recep- 
tacle with his hand the accident would occur more 
times than it does. Any one who.cares to look may 
see for himself when a mare is passing large quan- 
tities of faeces at a time to what extent the sphincter 
ani is capable of stretching, much larger, he will 
notice, than the calibre of a horse’s penis. What I 
should recommend as a crucial test would be the 
next case we meet with to make a microscopic exam- 
ination of the first feces if possible, and then if 
spermatuzoons were discovered in the feces or rectal 
mucus the evidence would be conclusive. 


VETERINARY LIFE IN THE ARMY, 


A STORY TOLD BY THRZE OFFICERS. 
By Kupyarp Rrp.ine. 
Tue Mippir-acep Orricer’s Story. 
Continued from page 273. 





The passionate outburst with which this story 
concluded did not surprise me, for if ever a body of 
public servants had suffered a most grievous inj"s- 
tice. it was the section to which this officer belonged. 
It is only natural that I should espouse his cause 0” 
what may be considered ex parte evidence, but it 18 
clear that no explanation is required when injustice 
is committed in the most public manner. ; 

It is probable that those responsible for the post- 
tion in which these officers are placed, could not see 
that one unjust step would lead to the perpetration 
of others in order to support it. The authorities of 
the Veterinary Department, when they recommen’ 
ed these officers for promotion, could not have fore- 
seen that the promotion would give them seniority 
on the list instead of brevet promotion ; at any rate, 
I am credibly informed that the aggrieved officers 
obtained this view from the ther head of the Depatt- 
ment, who was of course the responsible official. 

The middle-aged officer’s story deals with severs 
points of the greatest interest, viz., the unjust _ 
ner in which the veterinary officer is treated ys 
service, though, as has been shown, he may gh i 
perform combatant as well as non-cumbatant gr 
the enormous increase in his work due to gross yo 
management in the organisation of the transpor “ 
partment; the fearful waste vf animal - 
public money through ignorance and carelessné tbis 

Fortunately the severe indictment made in”. 


» tal evi- 
respect by this officer is supported by yer 
dence. It is well known from the Blue — alone! 


Afghan war cost £3,000,000 in animal Ii “a proper 
How much of this could have been saved . 
organisation and an ample veterinary ie i 
pa aR Tee ~ =. millions & 

*I quote from memory, but the amount !s nem 
pounds.—K.R. 
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As you have had an opportunity of reading the 
letter sent me by the middle-aged officer, itis not 
necessary to dwell upon his gallant services, priva- 
tions, and his rewurd! No body of officers could be 
held together under such treatment. It is fortunate 
for the safety of the Veterinary Department that 
honours ana rewards are to be given them, but in 
such a way as not to influence a man’s place on the 
seniority list. and yet to prove a substantial recog- 
nition for exceptional service rendered. 

The middle-aged officer touches on his prospect of 
no further promotion, and an indifferent pension ; I 
have not touched on this latter substantial grievance, 
because it would be inconvenient to deal with it 
under two heads, and it is, as you wil! see, the 
burden of the old officer’s story. 





Tue Oup Orricer’s Srory. 


The usual vpinion about old soldiers is not only 
that they are grumblers but antiquated ; perhaps I 
am both, but I am responsible for neither, still I 
feel that you are unfortunate in your selection of an 
adviser, though I[ shall endeavour to place before 
you in a few words my experience of the army, and 
the prospect it offers your son. 

It is impossible in a communication of this kind 
to sink the personal. 1 shall be compelled, therefore, 
much against my will to re-open an old wound, but 
I do so for your advantage, not from any personal 
gratification I derive therefrom. 

I left the army some years ago, having joined it 
at a comparatively early age. Veterinary Surgeons 
in those days were part and parcel of a regiment, 
they wore its uniform, and went where it went. The 
system had many advantages and many disad- 


vantages, amongst the furmer was the certainty of | 


having a home, and a body of men to deal with 
which one could look upon as friends rather than as 
acquaintances, In soldiering together with the 
‘ame men for years, a friendship becomes cemented 
i 4 manner, | take it, which will be absolutely un- 
Pt to the veterinary surgeon of the future. ‘I'he 
denne of the system was the often complete 
- ae of independent professional feeling ; one 
rete 5 hace wished to do, rather than as they 
washed 1 rom the point of efficiency 1 view the 
sare i system as a step in the right 
aide n, “ip it is far from being complete. Anti- 
eeishtianals am, I have not been so blind as to be 
an a bed the change brought about in the 
peuinnenee partment by its complete separation from 
Noe a their qualified staff of nurses and bearers. 
your we ape that the branch of the service which 
uibihdenae 18 anxious to join is incomplete in its 
mediate] ed the reason that it has not im- 
subordingte . er its own control a properly trained 
im Other _ of dispensers, farriers, and nurses; 
Vetestiiierac the farriers should belong to a 
ne etinary Staff Corps, in just the sa th 
rses and the stretcher b asin’ 46 the 
edical Staff Coles earers belong to the 
is : 
ave ohedatns so much beside the question you 
a8 might at first sight appear, for the 


and the formation of an independent | 


the army depends upon the conditions under which 
heserves. Having passed through several campaigns, 
I can testify to the advantage it would have been 
had I possessed complete control over the subordin- 
ate veterinary establishment, viz. the farriers and 
shoeing smiths, rather than having them under the 
control of the officer commanding the regiment or 
corps, and the advantage to the State which I be- 
lieve would have arisen from such an arrangement. 


Fossilized as I am, I still" possess opinions on this 
subject which may bein advance of present thought 
and I do so for the reason that I have never lost 
touch of the army since | left (not that it has given 
me much encouragement to look to it with fondness 
and love) and have always regarded the Medical 
Department since its re-organization, though far 
from perfect, as a system we should endeavour to 
emulate and adopt. To put the case before you in 
a few words, I think that with a more perfect 
organization injustice to individuals would be less 
fiequent. Of course there are some men who will 
always have a grievance no matter how justly they 
may be dealt by; the man of the world knows per- 
fectly well that the person who is always grumbling 
about his fate, his luck, and the injustice done him, 
largely helps to manufacture them out of his fertile 
imagination, selfishness, or hyper-sensitiveness ; such 
men exist in every walk of life, and perhaps are more 
common in the army than elsewhere. 

The history | f the non-combatant branches of the 
service abounds with the most glaring breaches of 
faith and injustice, largely due, no doubt, to the 
difficulty which a government has in dealing with a 
body of officers organised for a purely technical ob- 
ject. In other words, the Army was made for the 
fighting soldier and not for the so-called non- 
combatant. Personally, and perhaps with good 
reason, I object strongly to the term non-combatant; 
it sounds to me like a person enlisted for times of 
peace and disbanded in war. As a matter of fact, 
there is no distinction between the fighting and the so- 
called non-fighting soldier on active service. We do 
not find, for instance, that sickness and injury are 
avoided because we are not belligerents; we do not 
find that when the troops are starving we are living 
on the fat of the land, nor when they are sleeping 
on the ground or in the open, that we are occupying 
| feather beds well under cover. We do not observe 
‘that when the pinch comes our services as com- 
| batants are refused ; nor do we find that history lends 
any support to the conventional notions of fighting 
and non-fighting soldiers. On this point I may be 
| permitted to speak with some degree of confidence, 
as I have been through four campaigns, eight byttles 
and two sieges. ; 

Owing to the huge gulf which, in the minds of 
the fighting soldier separates them from their non- 
combatant brethren, the latter receive little if any 
recognition —in my time none at all—and it behoves 
a man joining any army department to look to the 
more material advantages offered him, as experience 
has told him that in all honours and rewards he will 
practically be left out in the cold, He must, :in 
fact, look upon it as a business transaction, for glory 








eflicien ; ; 
‘manner in which one discharges his duties in 


he will have none. 
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It must not be understood that even if the future 
officer protects himself by thoroughly understanding 
his prospects, as laid down in the Royal Warrant, 
that he is for ever safe. It is possible at any 
moment for the State to commit a breach of faith 
with its servants, such as 1 and others know only too 
well. Take my own case, 1 was compulsorily retired 
at 55 years of age, though the warrant under which 
I was serving allowed me to remain on until 60 
years ofage. In this way I lost five years full pay! 
Further, one is not informed some time before hand 
that it is contemplated to commit a breach of faith 
and alter the conditions under which you are serv- 
ing; that would be too Utopian; but the changes 
affecting one’s welfare and future happiness are 
brought about with one stroke of the pen. In my 
own case a friend brought me the news that he had 
seen my name in The London Gazette to the effect 
that I had been placed on retired pay on account of 
age, and this five years before my time. I have 
never got over the shock of such treatment, con- 
sidering all my years of active and peace service. I 
look upon such treatment with the most intense 
bitterness, which can only be buried in the 
grave. Mine was not the only case, but that did not 
render my injury any the less, nor subdue the feel- 
ing of indignation and irritation which is still burn- 
ing within me. 

I am sorry to have troubled you with recounting 
ray old grievance, I use it simply as a means of warn- 
ing you not to expect justice from the State. In the 
army, in my day, it wasa well-known fact that often 
the most incompetent soldiers were promoted to 

positions of trust and importance; these men had 
friends at court, the hardworking intelligent soldier 
who had no friends saw no promotion. We hear of 
our successful Generals, but he hear nothing of our 
failures. 


What | have endeavoured to show you is, that no 
matter what martial spirit lurks in the bosom of 
your son, you must not depend upon that spirit for 
his progress and future; he will be serving the 
country in a position of responsibility and trust, and 
he must be paid accordingly ; he has years of foreign 
service before him, campaigning and sickness and 
you must assure yourself that the prospects of a pen- 
sion are such as will recompense him for what he has 
undergone, for it is perfeetly true, that the non-com- 
batant element in the army can only look for their 
reward in a substantial pension —glory and honour 
they will have none. : 


_ The question of pay is important, but that of pen- 
sion is doubly so, for it often happens that a ed on 
leaving the army only does so with a constitution 
undermined by years of trying conditions, or if he 
leaves before his time, he does so because ill health 
precludes him from serving any longer. I bey of 
you, therefore, to give this question your = t 
serious consideration, and to enable you to form 7 
judgment on the matter, I will give you the present 
rates of pension for officers of the Arm Totes’ a 
Department. 4 ie 

It is only by comparison that you can j 
pension offered your son; and I oie hor one 


and it is just as possible for the Veterinary 





officers of the Medical Department as being tha 
body most nearly allied to our own. 


Axnmy VETERINARY Dept. 
Pensions per annum. 


Director-General £500: 

Vet.-Lieut.-Col. 
Under 30 yrs. service 
After 30 a 

Vet-Major 

After 20 yrs. ser.*£182 + £237 

25 ~ 280 292 

30 ‘ss 280 292 


Army Mepricat Dept. 
Pensions per annum 


Director-General £1125 
Brig.-Surg.- Lieut.-Col. 
Under 30 yrs. service 502 
After 30 a 547 
Surgeon- Major 
After 20 yrs. service 365 
” 25 ” 410 ” 
» 30 ” 456 ” 


346. 
383. 


Gratuity Gratuity 


Sur.-Major & Sur.-Capt. Vet.-Lieut. and Capt. 
After 10 yrs. service 1250 After 10 yrs. service 

” 15 ” 1800 ” 15 ” 

”? 18 ”? 2500 ” 18 ” 

The deductions from these tables are obvious. 
The medical pensions are excellent, the veterinary 
pensions are a disgrace. 

A veterinary officer has to have 30 years service 
and hold the rank of Lieut.-Colonel, before he can 
draw a pension which is only slightly better than 
that of a Surgeon-Major at 20 years service! 

Comparing rank with rank the disparity is still 
more marked; take the Surgeon-major of 20 
years service retiring voluntarily on £365 per 
annum, whilst his veterinary colleague can only ob- 
tain £182 per annum! No difference in their re- 
spective responsibilities can account for this grave 
difference in pension. 

Farther, if a veterinary surgeon of more than 10 but 
under 20 years service wishes to retire voluntarily, he 
does not receive a single farthing, whilst a doctor under 
similar circumstances receives a lump sum down, 
known as a gratuity. Observe that the Vet.-Major 
receives no more pension at 30 years fhan he does 
at 25 years. 

The Medical Department obtained their pe” 
sions through their organization, they repr 
sented to the schools the wretched pensioi 
given to them, and the schools advised the army 
candidates to wait until better terms were offered by 
the Government; in two years they got all they 
asked for. The Medical Department has to than 


: iow leave wit), 
the schools for the pensions they now ee Dopett 


ment to be under the same obligations ' thet! 


teaching establishments. ore 
This improvement in pensions is all oer ang 
necessary, as I learn that veterinary educet as 
the future will be a much more serious matter e 
it has been in the past. In proportion wt mo 
fession is costly so must the ultimate rem ne i 
be improved. In this matter we cannot atitione™ 
it applies with equal force to the civil ee v 
as well as the military. Fees for examina vet et 
soundness, for attendance, for advice, for tly 
nary supervision of studs, must very ae pr- 
raised ; they could be raised to-morro’ a 
fession would but combine,—vis unite fortia- gelf 2 
I find I have outrun the limit! set mY 


b 
of age or 


800: 
nil 
nil 





* Voluntary retirement. + Retirement om account 
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answering your letter. I beg of you, in the interest of 
your son, to consider thoroughly the financial aspect 
of the question; and to concentrate your attention 
on this subject—1 have dealt with little else. Do not 
let the prospect of immediate employment blind your 
eyes to the future. Your son has much to learn; 
disappointments and bitterness will most certainly 
fall to his lot in the army, the officers of which liv: 
by rank, rewards, honours, decorations, and suchlike. 
In a purely professional capacity he cannot expect— 
for reasons I have previously explained—that his 
services will meet with the recognition they may 
deserve; he isnot to be content with virtue being 
its own reward, it is poetical tut not practical ; his 
reward must be in kind—pay and pension—and in 
this way only can he be compensated for the bitter- 
ness of being a soldier and not a soldier. I look 
back with anything but pleasure to the fact that 
men who were soldiering with me, of those who are 
left alive. hardly one but is holding a title of honour, 
good service pension, special reward and high rank. 
IT have nothing—not even a pension sufficiently large 
to support me in a respectable position—and I go 
down to my grave with the feeling that I have been 
treated with gross injustice, and that my life has 
been wasted. 
tt & te a « te 


On applying to my three army friends for advice 
I had hardly expected such a complete resumé of the 
life and prospects of an army veterinary surgeon. I 
need not say with what interest I followed the 
various accounts given me, my sympathies with the 
young officer, my admiration of the qualities of his 
senior brother, my indignation at his treatment ; my 


TRANSLATIONS. 


————_— 


GASTRIC DISEASE IN SWINE, PRODUCED BY 
CHEIRACANTHUS HISPIDUS. 


By Dr. Srrose. 
Translated by Jno. A. W. Doxtar, 








On the 17th September of this year, 58 swine of 
the Bakonyer breed were brought direct from Hun- 
gary to the town slaughter-house at Gottngien. 
Soon after their arrival two showed signs of illness. 
They were not so well nourished as the others, were 
distinctly dull and lethargic, took neither food nor 
drink and tried to hide themselves under the straw. 
During the following days they ate only a little 
bran and water. The symptoms continued unabated 
till the 21st September when the animals were 
killed. Just before slaughter the rectal tempera- 
ture was found to register, in one case 39.2 C, and 
in the other 38:9, 

The P.M. showed that in both animals the internal 
organs, with the exception of the stomach, were 
healthy. The mucous membrane of the stomach, 
however, was twice or three times its normal thick- 
ness and greyish- white in colour. It was arranged in 
numerous thick folds which bore a certain resem- 
blance to the gyri of the brain. The intervening 
furrows (sulci) were filled with grey, tenacious 
mucus. On the elevated portions of the folds, but 
penetrating deeply into the mucous membrane one 
could see numbers of round worms, These measured 
about 1:5 cm. in length. In one pig I found 15, 





pity for the old officer, who in spite of age showed 
what capacity for organisation he possessed, and 
what a loss he must have been to the service at the 
prime of his life. A few weeks after I received the 
last letter, 1 saw an announcement of the death of 


in the other 21. They were somewhat difficult to 
draw out and left little round. holes in the mucous 
membrane which were surrounded by a_ reddish- 
brown friable substance. The rest of the mucous 
membrane showed numerous small round losses of 


this fine old soldier, and the reflection of the last | substance accompanied by blood infiltrations. 


three lines of this letter caused me great pain and | 
sorrow, | 
sh 


be of average quality, he would certainly obtain | 
a livelihood Superior to that offered him in the | 
red and with not one hundredth part of the risk. 
ae army would, on the other hand, abide by their | 
clei ie take him for life, allow him a fair share 
han a honours and rewards should he deserve 
me and, above all, give him a good pension, then, 
only then, should he leave the paternal roof to | 


f asc 
ong the life of a soldier in a veterinary capa- 


The End. 





Diskase in Pout, i 
eueae sutTRY Yarvs.—The poultry yards in | 
“rious parts of Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire | 


The parasites proved to be examples of cheiracan- 
thus hispidus (gnathostoma hispidum). This nema- 


I was perfectly clear as to my son’s future, he|tode must be regarded as the cause of the chronic 
ould go to private practice where, if he proved to | gastric catarrh. 


In thé zoological and veterinary medical literature 


dealing with the subject I find only two articles on 
cheiracanthus hispidus. The first is by the Russian 
naturalist Feldscheuko and is published in the 
« Protocoll der Moskauer Gesellschaft der Naturfors- 
chenden Freunde,” 10th vol.; the second is by Prof. 
J. Csokor of Vienna, and appeared in the “ Oester- 
yeichischen Vierteljahrschrift fiir wissenschaftliche 
Naturheilkunde.” vol. 53. Csokor has figured this 
/ nematode and described it at some length but his 
| descriptions contain certain errors. The well-nown 
helminthologist Dr. von Linstow, tv whom I have 
_given my specimens for detailed study, will shortly 
publish a complete description of this worm. 


I found altogether in the above mentioned swine 


are bej > P 
~ deing devastated by disease, The King’s Cliffe dis- | 29 female and 7 male examples. In spite, however, 


trict has suffered 

€ss the epidemic 

= heighbourho 

ints seal ae and, in view of the approaching Christ- 

attributed : 8, the losses are serious. The disease is 
to the damp and wet weather. 


him igs and it is stated that un-/ of the fact that since then I have examined the 
od. Both pos el ce ie i nae stomachs of more than LOU Hungarian swine for 
ay ave eco’e | these parasites I have not met with any more, It 

seems never to occur in swine bred in Germany ; the 
| pig in whose stomach Csokor found his specimen 
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was apparently of Hungarian origin ; Feldscheuke 
found his in a pig from Japan. 

The following description will enable one to recog- 
nise cheiracanthus hispidus. The length of the 
male (in those found by me) was 15 m.m. that of 
the female 22 to 25m.m.; the former are 1°18 to 
1:38 m.m. in breadth, the latter 1:78 to 1-85. The 
eggs are 00702 m.m. long and 0:0390 m.m. broad. 

At the head end a roundish portion is divided off 
by a constriction. The whole body is covered with 
thorny processes, first on the head portion are sim- 
ple hooks, then on the following portion of the body 
broad spaces from which project 5 to 7 points, then 
follow in the cesophageal region long slender spines 
with from two to four points, and lastly come simple 
slender thorny projections which extend to the last 
portion of the body. At the head end, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the parietes, and on each side of the 
mouth stands a little prominent lip. 

In the male specimens 9 small papille are 
arranged round the cloaca, three on either side of it 
and three behind, the spicule are very irregular, 
and from -40 to ‘88 m.m. in size. 

The vagina opens in the middle line of the abdo- 
men, and a little in front of the centre of the body. 
—-Berliner Thierdrztliche Wochenschrift, No. 47, Nov. 
17th, 1892. 


RARE RUPTURE OF THE VAGINA IN A MARE 


By J. N. Ries, Government Vet. Surg., at Clervaux. 
(Grand Duchy of Luxembourg). 


Trans. by Taos. J. Warr Doxuar, M.R.C.V.S. 





The accident in question occurred to a cart mare 
with its seventh foal. About 9 o'clock in the 
morning the owner on going into the stable found 
the mare making very violent expulsive efforts, at 
the same time, a red swelling appeared at the partly 
open vulva. Whilst some neighbours were bein 
called the extra-vulvular enlargement had seme 
greater than a man’s head. ‘Thinking that “the 
belly was coming out” (that is how they call ever- 
sion of the uterus in this district), they endeavoured 
to press back the strangled organ; these mancuvres 
must have been very laburious, for at one time the 
mass that had come out entirely filled a basket. @ 
ao nevertheless succeeded in replacing within 
ror of the vagina, where they kept it until I 

Anatomical Observations :—The vagina was dis 
tended by loops of the small intestine: parturiti 
had not taken place. ons 

Examination and Operation :—1 cb 
mare standing, she always continned et ae 
expulsive efforts, at a certain moment she fell qui th 
to the ground anesthetised. | passed my hand rs - 
the loops of the small intestines to the roof Pips 
vagina ; immediately in front of + pete 


eae col (neck 
uterus) there was a solution of euilesien Recall 
? fe) 








*Panier in this case would 1 ee oe 
sh i mea : 
= in Luxembourg and Rhine Valley nang basket 
in about three quarters of a bushel rict would 





which I easily repassed the inflamed intestine, soiled 

with dust and excrementitial matters. Judging 

death inevitable, I made this reduction without re- 

gard to antiseptic measures. The vaginal rent was 

at the point where the incision for castration is 
made, it was large enough for me to pass my hand. j 
The * col” was closed, the foetus living and at the 
327th day of gestation. I performed the Cesarian 
operation (left flank) and removed the foal alive, 
this was brought up by a goat. “ The mare was 
killed by section of the medulla oblongata (bulbe). 

Autopsy :-—The small intestine was congested, in- 
flamed, dark red and dry at its peritoneal surface. 
The vaginal wound rounded and slightly lengthened 
in a lateral sense appeared to proceed from a trans- 
verse primitive tear; on the anterior lip of the solu- 
tion of continuity, the vaginal wall was cut cross- 
ways (bevelled), the yiginal mucous membrane 
formed the anterior edge and the peritoneal serous 
membrane the posterior border; the posterior lip 
was bevelled in an inverse manner. 

Causes of the Accident.—The owner affirmed that 
nobody had passed the hand into the vagina before 
the accident ; and there is good reason to believe this 
is correct. as it was believed that the mare bad still 
eight days to go before foaling; moreover the pro- 
prietor isa man in a small way of business, very 
careful, and allowed nobody in his stable. 

Having enquired on all sides, I, at last, learued 
that the mare, which was fifteen years old, soft and 
lymphatic, had taken the habit, during the second 
period of gestation, of sitting up on her hind quar- 
ters like a dog every morning for a few minutes, 
prior to getting up entirely. 

Was the rent of the vagina caused at the moment 
of this abnormally inclined attitude of the trunk, { 
under the influence of the pressure, produced on the 8 
vaginal wall in a state of tension, by the mass 0 
abdominal viscera and the gravid matrix? One 18 , 
tempted to believe it. more especially as the footus 3 
was placed in posterior presentation and that the eg 
hind feet had been felt near the “col” when the th 
vaginal examination was made, perhaps on them 


a 


a ch 











certain part in the production of the accident e oc 
pends.-—Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, 15th Nov., x. 
1892, . , bo 
SS ee -— — is 
MALLEINE. . 
By M. P. J. Captor, Professor of Clinical SurgeT 
at Alfort. VS 
Trans. by Tuos. J. Warr Dota, M.B.C.Y.9: 
a ae of Kooh 


The merit of applying the discovery ian 
the diagnosis of pe is due to the Juss# 
Military Veterinary Surgeon Kalning. Mediciné 

In a laboratory of the Riga Faculty of diluting 
he made the first preparation of mallein by rammes 
5 grammes of a glanders culture with re he t 
of water on potatoes. This diluted es 
tained at 120° on four occasion for 20 neh agai? 
it and obtained a clear yellow liquid — of a 
exposed to a temperature of 120° for @ 4 horses gub- 
hour, With this liquid he injected five © 's sub 
cutaneously, each animal received 1 8™ 
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jects were glandered and their temperatures rose 
respectively to 40:3. 405, 40-7, the temperature of 
the healthy counter-proofs remained normal. In 
continuing his researches Kalning became inoculated 
with glanders and died. 

At the annual meeting of the Veterinary Surgeons 
of St. Petersburg, 18th February, 1891, Helman, of 
the Veterinary Institute of Dorpat, confirmed the 
results of previous experiments. Onthe 28th January, 
with a diluted sterilised preparation of a glanderous 
culture, he had inoculated four horses: 1 glandered, 
2 suspicious, the other healthy; mm the 3 first, he 
observed a hyperthermia of 40 to 41°; the last 
showed no reaction. Fourteen other horses, 4 of 
which were glandered and four suspicious, were in- 
oculated the 4th and the 9th February. Those in 
which glanders was noticed at the autopsy had re- 
acted ina very marked manner, except in one whose 
temperaiure did not rise above 38dg. 

Preusse prepared a malléine on potatoes with old 

glanderous cultures. He left these cultures for 
several days in a mixture of water and glycerine at 
35dgs., then he filtered the liquid, sterilised it by 
adding a small quantity of corrosive sublimate. He 
injected O-lgr. 0-3gr. of this liquid into 6 horses. On 
5, the temperature rose to 39-7, 40-4dgs.; on the 
other it only rose to 38-9dgs. The first were recog- 
nised as glandered at the autopsy ; the last showed 
no lesion of glanders. 
; Heyne tried Preusse’s malléine on 23 horses (in- 
jection of 0-25gr.—i gr.), 21 recognised at the 
autopsy as glandered had strongly reacted, in most 
of them a hyperthermia of 2dgs. had been noted. 

Pearson, with a malléine prepared by himself, de- 
termined a hyperthermia of about Idg. in glandered 
sulnea pigs; in healthy cavies the reaction was in- 
significant. 

. Dieckerhoff and Lothes tried malléine on 75 
roe all those in which the temperature rose above 

J 8dgs. were found to be glandered at the autopsy, 
except im one instance when the result was doubtful al- 


Firstly, if the elevation of the temperature sur- 
passes 2 degrees the animal may be said to be glan- 
dered ; if the temperature does not change or the 
rise in temperature does not exceed one degree, the 
animal is not glandered ; if the elevation of the tem- 
perature be comprised between 1 and 2 degrees, it 
is impossible in the actual state [of our knowledge, 
T.J.W.D.| to say if the animal is or is not 
glandered ; it should be considered as suspicious and 
treated as such. 

Fresh observations have enabled this proposition 
to be modified. 

When the hyperthermia is comprised between 1°5 
and 2 degrees, the animal may still be said to be 
glandered, if there is considerable oedema consecu- 
tive to the inoculation, and especially if the tem- 
perature is still markedly elevated after twenty-four 
hours. 

In the experiments made at the Cureghem School 
by M. Degivo. a marked hyperthermia was observed 
in glandered subjects (2°9, 3:3dgs); the reaction was 
slight or nil in healthy horses. 

M. M. Comeny, Laguerriére, Thomassen, Pilavios, 
Olivet, Weber, lLeclainche, Schwarzmaier and 
Hiflich have confirmed the conclusions formulated 
by M. Nocard. 

In the experimencs that I have made with the 
malléine of M. Roux, on horses the subjects of 
various affections (traumatic lesions, synovitis, 
arthritis, fistulous withers and poll-evil, phlebitis, 
chronic pneumonia, tetanus, melanosis, the hyper- 
thermia produced by the infections has varied from 
nothing to a degree and a half. 

Such are the principal data acquired with regard 
to the effects of malléine and its application in prac- 
tice. They peremptorily prove that this substance is 
an excellent reactive of glanders. 

However, as from the best of things, it is useless 
to expect to obtain from malleine what it does 
not possess. Ought its revealing action to be 
counted on with absolute surety? May it be seriously 





i the temperature had risen to 40-5dgs., one non- | 
7 Nr gap pulmonary lesion alone was found ; in- 
"aaa to the guinea pig was without result. | 
oe the action of malléine on 25 
yr aad everal glandered subjects had but a slight | 
Pet emperature (less than one degree). 
soc Ga experimented on 10 suspicious | 
pram 1 . ‘reusse 8 malléine. A horse which had 
attore, ‘qucted was recognised as healthy at the 
of * yt te writers observed that the intensity | 
ines ts 18 not proportionate to the abundance 
M. A aah ve of the glanderous alterations. 
Alfort School as mens humerous experiments at the 
of the Paster <a malléine prepared by M. Roux 
cations wht “af ustitute. The interesting communi- 
de } édicine Vv he has made to the ** Société Centrale 
Peeulto net} étérinaire ” show that he has obtained 
n one establish remarkable than with tuberculin. | 
horses of 247. wot alone, -malléine detected 126 
‘ike for sheoedete: a Nocart sie one 
Method of employing. +h: ocard has regulated the | 
to inject (0 ploymg this malléine, fixed the dose | 
ject (O-25gr.), and in th : . 
the Signification of here’, vllowing terms even | 
n of the thermic reaction. | 





hoped that, thanks to its use, glanders will be entirely 
eradicated? Ido not think so. In the same way as 
tuberculin, malléine will not be without caprices or 
at least aberrtions, it will kill some innocent ones, 
that appears inevitable; it will also have failings, 
and regréttable inactiuns. It will nevertheless re- 
main. among the means for diagnosing latent glan- 
ders, an incomparably superior agent to those pre- 
viously extoiled.— Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, 
15th October, 1892. 


CALCAREOUS DEPOSITION ON THE 
SEMILUNAR VALVES. 
By Rossarzr Ricater, Demmin. 
Trans. by Jno. A. W. Dowiar. 


- 


The patient in this case was suffering from pleu- 
risy and hydrothorax (as it afterwards appeared in 
consequence of the breaking of an abscess of the 
lung into the pleural cavity) and died ia six days. 
On post-mortem about 30 grammes of a red-brown 
clear fluid were discovered in the pericardium. The 
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heart was of normal size, the cardiac substance fria- 
ble, greyish-red, with many dark red patches. Left 
side of heart empty. On the mitral valve were 
several dark red thrombi, but the valves themselves 
were normal, On the upper surface of one aortic 
valve, 8 m.m. from the free edge were two hard 
growths as large as peas and rough on the upper 
surface. These proved to be calcareous deposits. 
The surrounding parts were somewhat thickened 
and greyish-white. The intima of the aorta at the 
opposite point (viz., where the valve would touch 
were it completely open) was transparent, smooth 
and shining, without traces of inflammation. The 
right chamber of the heart was filled with thick 
tarry blood, tricuspid valves normal. On one of the 
pulmonary valves were several small calcareous 
deposits, arranged like a string of pearls, to the 
length of 14 c.m. and from 6 to 8 m.m. from the free 
edge. The intima of the pulmonary artery showed 
no change 

‘The existence of calcareous bodies can either be 
viewed as a chronic, hardening inflammation 
(sclerosis) of the valves with deposits in the sclerous 
tissue, or as the result of metastatic abscesses 
which have been afterwards calcified. 

From the physiological appearances one can draw 
the conclusion that the semi-lunar valves do not 
completely touch the walls of the aorta or pulmonary 
artery, but that a considerable quantity of blood 
always remains in the pockets behind the valves. 
For if the valves pressed on the walls, then in the 
foregoing case traces of the pressure must have been 
noticeable in those places where the calcareous 
“—- had rubbed. — Zeitschrift Fir Vet. K. 
No. 6. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


An examination for the above degree was held in 
London on 27th October, when the following gentle- 
men were adinitted Fellows of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons :—- 

A. kK. Brancu, Colchester. 

EK. W. Hoare, Cork. 

T. H. Hosson, Leicester. 

C. F. H. Skexroy, Leyton, Essex. 
Auex. Levir, Thornhill, N.B. 
R. Grover, Stratford, Essex. 
H. J. Dawes, West Bromich. 
O. G. Barrow, Dorchester, 


Artuur W. Hitz, Hon. Sec. 


A sad accident occurred recently on the river Gryffe 


at Houston. Mr. David Lockhead and Mr Al 
Mr. Alex. 
a to Mr. Houston, V.S., on their way epee ‘ 
- ay Paisley to Bishopton, jtook a short cut over a ford. 
© river was in spate. They pushed on but the current 
= owered the horse and Mr. Jackson \jumped out, but 
r. khead sank and was drowned. eh 





VETERINARY SOCIFTIES. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the Council was held in the Board Room 
on Wednesday, November 16th, at 5.30 p.m., Mr. Wild 
in the chair. There were present, Professors McFadyean, 
Shave, and McQueen ; Messrs. Coghill, Walpole, Hobday, 
Tidey, Dowell, Shepherd, Godfray, Falshaw, Grain, G. 
C. Lowe, C. J. Reakes, and E. Seldon (Assistant Sec.) 

Mr. Coghill, the Hon. Sec., made a statement in connec- 
tion. with the demand which had been made on Prof. 
Pritchard for the funds which had belonged to the old 
Society. He stated that having carefully searched 
through the minutes of the Council he had been unable 
to find any warrant for the idea that this Society had 
ever been amalgamated with the old one. Mr. Coghill 
further stated that, in consequence of several suggestions 
made to him in connection with the library, he had made 
an examination of the minutes and rules of the Society 
from its foundation, and that nothing therein contained 
warranted the assertion by some members that the library 
belonged to or was under the control of the association ; 
on the contrary, under the Bye-Laws of the old Associa- 
tion, upon its removal tl.e books and properties became 
vested in the Trustees of the Royal Veterinary College. 
On the motion of Mr. Dowell the meeting then went on 
to the consideration of the Bye-Laws and Rules, and 
after considerable discussion several new rules were 
passed the meeting being adjourned at 8 o’clock. 

At the General Meeting which was held in the Theatre 
of the College on the termination of the above, there were 
present, Mr. Dowell, in the chair, Mr. Wild, President of 
the Association, Professor McFadyean, Messrs, Reakes, 
and Lowe M.R.C.V.S., forty-four members, twenty-tw? 
visitors and the Assistant Secretary. 

Messrs. Boyer, Worrow, and Wallis, were elected new 
members of the Association. 

Messrs. Wood, Reynolds, Mulvey, Reeks, Robertson, 
Williams, Parkes, Hills, Kendrell, and J. Dunstan were 
proposed for election as members. , 

The followidg Prize Essays were then read. Prize 
Essay for Class A—The Conformation of the Horse ™ 
regard to work, by Mr. Boyer. For Class B—The P ws 
ology of Digestion, by Mr. O’Rourke. For Class U— 
“Influenza,” by Mr. Hobday. seated 

Hearty votes of thanks to.the Essayists, terminate 
the meeting. -» ae 

E. E. Seldon, Assist. - 
= 2 ee 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A HORSE-SHOEING CASE. 
Doncaster County Covugt. 

Harven v. Dopson.—The parties live at er : 
Walter Harden is a coal dealer, and defendant to have 
smith, and the claim was for £25, damages alleg 
been done to a horse in shoeing it. 

Mr. Beverley (instructed by Mr. Sh 
for plaintiff, and Mr. A. Muir Wilson, of 
defendant. in last ¥ 

It was stated that on the 14th of December ! “iainti 4 
one of the plaintiff’s horses lost its shoe, on Defer 
son took it to the defendant’s shop to be § p, who pad 
dant was out, but on the premises w4s his “aaa d be 
been employed as a shoeing-smith for —, after 
shod the horse. The horse was taken hom®, 
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going on a journey it turned lame. A fortnight after- 
wards plaintiff took the horse to the defendant, who tried 
it all round the shoe, took off the shoe, and said it had 
been put on all right, but that there was something the 
matter with the foot. The son also said that he had put 
in only one set of nails, and they were all right. The 
veterinary surgeon was sent for, and defendant was also 
asked to come and take off the shoe. It was taken off 
by the defendant, and it was then discovered that the 
horse had been badly pricked. It was pointed out to the 
defendant, who said nothing. Plaintiff paid for shoeing 
the horse, and in February the horse apparently got all 
right. The shoe was put on by the veterinary surgeon’s 
own man, and the horse put to light employment. How- 
ever, the animal never recovered, but always went a little 
lame, and in July the lameness developed itself very 
rapidly, with the result that the horse had to be put 
under treatment again, and ultimately the hoof sloaghed 
off, and plaintiff claimed damages in consequence of 





neglect. In cross-examination plaintiff said the horse 
cost £28. 


(1.) 
(1.) An Ovule is a seed without an embryo, the 

difference is the seed has an embryo. When ferti- 

lisation takes place the ovule becomes a seed, 

(2.) Infloresence, means the manner in which 
the flower is arranged on flower stalk. The two 
principle parts are, definite &, indefinite, where the 
axis teriminates in a flower, indefinate when it does 
not derminate in a flower, but continues to grow. 
The infloresence, the after grouth, The definate in- 
floresence is stopped by the flower. But indefinate 
infloresence the centeral stalk continues to grow, 








[In reference to a diagram offered for description 
he says : | 

In examing it we first find square cels, then we 
have long cels which contain cloriful, then irrigular 


Mr. RK. C. Thompson, M.R.C.V.S., stated that he was | cels, 
called in to see the horse. He was certain that the horse 
be — ne me) horse — need a | Cloriful consists of small gramens, in the proti- 
; now, in his opinion, it was utterly worthless. : , Rais wy: £0 : 

Mr. Muir Wilson, 9 ae of tien defendant, denied pean egy contains starch it appears in small 
that the horse was pricked at all but that it suffered from ee eT 
gravel. As to the liability of the defendant for his son’s Se = 
action, he was afraid that the fact that he had made a | 
charge of 4d. for the shoeing amounted to a ratification | 
of the son’s act. That was rather unfortunate for his | 
client, as he did not know anything about the legal con- | 
sequences of what he did. 

Defendant said that when he took off the shoe the | 
nails were all dry, but there was a discolouration of the | 


hoof which indicated that the foot had been crushed by | Deak SiR, 
gravel. He put the nails back again in the same holes.| I am obliged for Mr. Malcolm’s offer to show me the 
= he pared the hoof he found a place full of matter, | ~~ - a — he , gps pore nae. - some 
id gave instructions for hot water to be applied, and | day 1 may take advantage of 1t, as we do not lve very 
the wound to be kept running and on no aieems allowed | far aa In the meantime I would point out that his 
to get dry. He had had a long experience, and that | case “ showing no lameness,’ has no bearing upon my 
treatment had never failed. On the 3rd January Mr. | contention at all, because it is only when lameness existed 
snompeon said the horse was ready for a shoe and was | that I took exception to their being worked, and where 
most right. Defendant had never seen the horse to | this is present, I have yet to learn how or what benefit is 
do anything at it since. He had many a time shoed the | to be derived from working from acurative point of view. 
horse when it was footsore, and told plaintiff that it | I deny that there is any. Even when no lameness exists 
would be getting gravel. He had known the horse for | and horses are “of a gross lymphatic temperament ” it is 
oe or ten years. He valued it at £8. It had “clicked” | doubtful treatment and objectionable. Mr. Malcolm 
‘Cn had three legs and a “ swinger.” ae himself is not very — on this ops and at knows 
that the ey 4 Defendant said he had no suspicion | very — a = er —_ apere Ay . ringing 
me, anything about ee Coote ane ga cae that Sie Madedion docs on work ‘toe ‘em and 
‘ 4 . 
not Bedant's son, a lad ee of ng, said that he did La the Birmingham Corporation does not wish 
. ; his father did that. 1en the horse was him to. 
" brought he told plaintiff’s son that he could not shoe The working of horses under treatment, particularly 
shuns alae son took the horse away, but afterwards | lame ones, is no part of a veterinary surgeon’s business, 
shoe ith it, saying that he was to put on an old | and the sooner we recognise and discourage this sort of 
The Jud , : thing, the better for ourselves. Why should we not stick 
win, Seca om that, after the evidence of Mr. Thomp- | to our own profession and treat animals rationally either 
dame ed . not doubt that this valuable horse was medicinally or surgically ? If we did this there would be 
gave . y y unskilful shoeing by young Dodson. He fewer troubles at Court, and we should not run the risk 
erdict for the full amount. of being considered cruel, when we have no intention to 
be so. By profession, we are the natural friend and pro- 
‘tector of the animal kingdom, and should avoid évery 
semblance of unneccessary cruelty. We ought to be leaders 
\ in this respect, and “* ag ome as I ~ —_ we 
“corr ' ‘ too often are. The London Magistrates are teaching us 
“The il wey he te the following PS lessons weekly as to the impropriety of working lame and 
erinary Student, J] 1¢ Botanical exercise of a Vet- | unfit horses. The R.S.P.C.A. is trying to teach us the 
interest in Vet 2 oom * yom as you take an | foolishness of it, so also is the British public as well as 
Short of di eterinary Education.. It seems little | the Law which was framed for the protection of animals, 
could hay isgrace that a lad who spells like this and which we ought loyally to carry out, in the spirit of 
ave passed the entrance examination.” the act. Remembering this, we as professionals, should 
; always appear in Court in behalf of the animal, and not 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE MAIDENHEAD CASE. 


A Vet. Student on Botany. 
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of its owner. I wish my professional brethren would 
take heed to this, so that we might be all of one mind, 
and act accordingly. These are the sentiments of 

22nd. Nov. 1892. A Country PRACTITIONER. 


(The horse at Maidenhead was not lame from canker, but 
from fixture of the coronary joint of five years standing. } 


THE FELLOWSHIP. 
Dear Sir, 

With many others I regret exceedingly the tone of 
your leaderette on the Fellowship degree in Saturday’s 
(12th inst.) issue of The Record. No doubt it was published 
with the best of intentions, but the immediate effect at 
least can scarcely fail to be contrary to your anticipat ion. 
Speaking for myself I cap safely say the examination 
which I had to undergo was a very real test and not a 
sham one, and I have.the evidence of some of our best 
men that their experience was similar to mine. Nobody 
contends there is no room for improvement, but it is 
surely unnecessary to disparage many holders of the 
Fellowship to secure amendment, and the fact that the 
front 1ank of our profession vonsists of both Members 
aud Fellows detracts in no sense from the position of the 
latter; it is simply an historical fact for which there is 
ample explanation. When the Fellowship degree was 
instituted and the foundation Fellows created, many 
who had attained or were rapidly attaining eminence 
were inevitably passed over, and as few of these have 
since taken the higher degree, it naturally follows that 
among the best men of our time there are many who 
possess only the Membership degree. It seems to me, in 
the future the relative proportion of Fellows and Mem- 
bers in the front rank is destined to undergo material 
modification, in proof of which it is only necessary to 
point to the fact that year by year an increasing pro- 
portion of our best young men are taking the degree. 
Whatever defects may exist in the present arrangement 
rests with the Council, who alone are responsible for the 
nature and extent of the examination, and have the sole 
power of instituting such improvements as will enhance 
the value of the degree, and I need scarcely assure you 
that any effort in that direction will receive, as it deserves 
our sympathy and support. , 
Joun Matcouim, F.R.C.V.S. 





. Communicarions, Books, AND Papers RECEIVEL :—Me rs. 
G. H. Williams, Jno. A. W. Dollar, A. W. Hill. James 
Gregg, J. H. Parker, E. E. Seldon, F.D. McLaren, G. E. 
Nash, K. Bowman, J. Collinson, J. M. Whyte, ‘** Country 
1 pang egy “ ee of Comp. Med, and Vet. Archives 
(New York, Nov.) ‘‘ American Vet. Review ” oT 

Dundee Advertiser.” al enian oa 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 





Bombay V.M.A. 
Pres 
Hon. Sec: S. K. Nariman, Esx 
|! : : J+. M.D., B.S.C., L.V.S¢. 
If Hon. See: Mr. J. D. Parokh, a.n.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coil 
Borper Countries V.M.8 
i a Pender, M.R.c.v.s., Letuvtie ; 
on. See: Mr. J. Armstrong, M.R.c.v.s Penritl : 
; str » M.R.C.V.S. r & 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and Gua 
Caucurra V,M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. , 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 
Cenrrat V, 
Pres: Mr. W. Roots, u.n.c.v.s., 


13 Winchester Street, London, S.E. 


Hon. See : Mr. H, G. Rogers, M.R.c.y.s., 
‘ 170 Brompton Road, L 5 
mee oe First Thursday in eac month, annaetin aa t 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 er" 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. Low, m.n.c.vs., Norwich. 


Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 


Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. T. D. Lambert. ¥.n.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec Mr. J. McKenny, M.R8.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Woods, F.R.c.v.8, Standish Gate, Wigan. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, M.8.c.v.s., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincontnsHIrRE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. E. Smith, m.n.c.v.s., Market Rasen 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, .n.c.v,s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipuanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Barling, m.R.c.v.s., Ross, Hereford 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.C.V.S., 
High St., West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, November, 
Second Tuesday in August. 


Natronan VEt. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Mr. E. Faulkner, m.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: 

Nortu or Exetanp V.MA 
Pres: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, m.x.c.v.s, Sunderland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.vs., 

Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Royan Counties V.M.A 
Pres: Mr. H. Lepper, m.n.c.v.s., Aylesbury. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, M.8.c.v.s., : 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royan Scorrisn V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, «.n c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. ; : 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royan Verertnary Couturee M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wild. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. F. Wilson. 

ScorrisH Merropourran V.MA. 


Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, ¥.n.c.v.s., Coupar-Angis. — 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.r.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edin 


Sourn DurHamM AND NortH YORKSHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. F. R. Stevens, ™.R.c.v.s., Darlington. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.C.V.S., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June. Sept. and Dee. 


. SouTHERN CoUNTIES V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.R.C.V.8, Maidenhead. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, M.R.c.v.S8., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn WaLes aNp MonMOUTHSHIRE V.M.A. 
| Pres: Mr. D. M. Storrar, M.R.C.v-8., Abergavenny: 
| Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, M.R.C.V.S., Cardiff. a 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


| WEsTERN CoUNTIES V.M.A. iui 
| Pres: Mr. G. H, Elder, m.n.c.v.s., Taunton, Som 


. Sec: Mr. W. , M.R.C.V-S-, th. 
| Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey a Se Street, Plymo" 


arch and September. 





Meetings, Third Thursday, M 


WEst oF SCOTLAND V.M.A. Glasgo" 
| Pres: Mr. D. Allan, M.R.C.v.8., Clarkston. by ie Glasgo" 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Anderson, F.R.C.V-8-, 


Yorxsurre V.M.A. n 
Pres: Mr. G. E. Bowman, Woodhouse Lane, Leed 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, M.B.O-V-5"" eet, Leeds. 
110 North © Qotober: 





| Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April July, @ 

















































